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With the cold bite of winter, few places seem more attractive than those sun-soaked islands lying not so very far from our frosty front doorways.

Flying to a Pacific Island getaway can bring warmth to your personal world in more ways than one, and it doesn't have to break the family bank account.  Tempting packages are well within reach of the average family.  Shop around before you buy - some airfare-plus-accommodation deals can be actually cheaper than the airline fare alone.  Travel agents have access to better deals than over-the-counter airline prices.

Hawaii
Hawaii, north of the equator and just nine hours' flying time from our shores, remains an incomparable holiday destination (and can also be visited as a stopover on some flights).  For all its glamour, Hawaii's prices are surprisingly down to earth, for accommodation and food.

Honolulu 
This is the capital of Hawaii and its main business centre, is on the island of Oahu, famous for Waikiki Beach and Pearl Harbour, and is best known to most tourists, but all the islands of the Hawaiian archipelago have fine natural attributes.

Kauai 
This is the Garden Island, is only 20 minutes from Honolulu and is blessed with white sandy beaches, tropical gardens, caves and waterfalls.

Maui 
Maui is where the first Hawaiian kings made their capital, at Lahaina.  It has golf courses, good shops, hotels, apartments and restaurants, and great swimming beaches.  Sunset excursions to the peak of its famous volcano, Haleakala, are a special feature.

It takes 40 minutes by plane to reach the Big Island, which a 65000 square kilometres is larger than all the other Hawaiian islands put together.  Its two mountains, Mauna Kea and Mauna Loa, both higher than Mt Cook, remain snow-capped from December to May, while the active volcano Mauna Loa continues to disgorge lava.  Ask your travel agent about luxury cruises operating from Honolulu and stopping off at Kauai, Hawaii and Maui.  And you can go by excursion launch to Molokai, a former leper island. Organised coach tours will take you almot anywhere you want to go if you're staying in Honolulu - but you can also opt to travel right around the island of Oahu by public bus, paying a minimal go-anywhere fare.

Fiji
Fiji, only three hours away from New Zealand, is a holiday haven with hundreds of islands boasting superb beaches, coral-fringed lagoons and crystal-clear waters.

Although the largest and main island of Viti Levu has good resorts easily reached fromits international airport at Nadi, many tourists enjoy the hideaway feeling of staying in the offshore Mamanucas and, further north, the Yasawas.

Fiji's second largest island, Vanua Levu, has grown to rival "mainland" Viti Levu.  And at neighbouring Tavenui you can literally step back in time, crossing the dateline from today into yesterday.

Suva, the capital and business heart of the country, lies on the eastern side of Viti Levu lined to Nadi by a 220km road running along the southern Coral Coast, and an alternative northern route, with resorts scattered throughout.  A bustling, cosmopolitan city, Suva offers good shopping, a variety of restaurants, and specialised entertainment.  It's here you'll see the famous firewalking performed.

Tour operators run sea and air services for those wanting to get around the islands.  Floatplanes are available for sightseeing and charter flights and small boats can be hired.

The Cook Islands
Visitors to the Cook Islands agree it is an "unspoiled paradise".

With a total population of 18,000 - 9,000 of them on the main island of Rarotonga - you'll find a warm, friendly and tranquil atmosphere.

The total land area of all 15 Cook Islands is only 150 square kilometres.  Getting around by car or motorscooter is simplicity itself, with most places within walking distance of one another.

If you really want to get away from it all, you can fly 50 minutes north to Aitutaki and one of its remote resort bungalows built on lagoon shores.

In the Cook Islands, the benevolent weather and the clean, safe and natural surroundings make it a virtual Garden of Eden.

Norfolk Island
Norfolk Isaland, 75 minutes from Auckland (and 165 minutes from Christchurch), is the most accessible of Pacific islands and probably the quietest.

With a total land area only five by eight kilometres and a permanent population of around 2000, Norfolk revolves around tourism.

There is an excellent range of accommodation and restaurants, and the duty-free shopping is some of the best in the world - there are no import restrictions on famous-name brands of cameras, watches, and clothing, for instance.

While you can hire a car to explore the island's 160 kilometres of roads, walking is a popular pastime, along with a range of recreational and sporting facilities - golf, bowls, swimming, diving, snorkelling and fishing trips.

New Caledonia
In New Caledonia French culture rubs shoulders with a Melanesian heritage - and it's only 150 minutes away from New Zealand.

Noumea, the capital set onb the southern shores of the main island, is a thriving centre offering luxury hotels, top class sporting facilities and recreational pursuits.  You can enjoy fine beaches like sheltered sandy Anse Vata Beach on the capital's fringes, or seek out the excitement of a colourful nightlife, including the Casino Royale if you fancy a flutter.

New Caledonia was named by Captain Cook, when he discovered this island group in 1774, because the main island's hills brought Scotland to mind. But Cook moved on without making a claim in the name of the Briish Crown, leaving the islands to the Kanak community until, in 1853, the French pronounced Nouvelle Caledonie to be part of Napolean III's French Empire.

The Loyalty Islands to the east and the beautiful, lonely Isle of Pines to the south can be reached by regular air flights, and here you can stay in gites - basic lodgings with bathroom facilities - and discover the true peace and quiet of a remote tropical isle.

Tahiti
The Tahitian Archipelago has its capital on the main island of Tahiti (actually two islands linked by a narrow isthmus), but in fact is made up of some 115 islands.  Only a few of these 0 Moorea, Bora Bora, Raiatea, Huahine, Rangiroa atoll and Tahiti itself - support tourism to any great degree, but it's possible to take a charter cruise in Tahitian waters if sailing is your thing.  

Alternatively, you can book a week's cruise on a 75-cabin sailing ship built to carry you in style from port to port in these magnificent islands of French Polynesia.

Most people settle for a landlubber's holiday, just enjoying the atmosphere ashore.

Tahiti's international airport is about five hours' flying time from New Zealand, and close to Papeete, seat of the government. The other holiday islands are within easy reach, all serviced by regular flights.

Papeete's prime waterfront location provides a fine setting for city hotels, some with views across the sea to Moorea, near enough to be visited in a hour's ferry ride.

If coastal attractions pall, you can explore the interior of the island with its volcanic peaks, either hiking or hiring a four wheel drive vehicle for sightseeing from Lookout Point.  You might prefer a pushbike or motorscooter to circumnavigate the 60-kilometre round-the-island road.

French and Tahitian are both official languages, but English is widely used by those in contact with tourists.

Among the well established hotels in Tahiti there are those that cater for tourists in search of a large dollop of French sophistication and those that target themselves at families.

From March to November, the climate is fine,m dry and pleasantly warm.  Visitors need only light clothing supplemented by a jacket in the evening - and a lightweight plastic raincoat in case of the odd tropical shower!

Vanuatu
Until 1980, Vanuatu was a condominium colony jointly administered by France and Britain.  Now the country has emerged in its own right as a major tourist attraction only three hours' flight northwest of Auckland.

Vanuatu offers extremely tempting packages, well suited to people wanting short breaks to suit a tight holiday budget.  There are even weekenders available.

The capital of Vanuatu, Vila, is on Efate, the largest island of the 83-strong group.  Its architecture and restaurants show a distinctly French influence.

You can rent a car and explore Efate, discovering the joys of Pidgin, an officially recognised language use by the Ni Vanuatu people which is easy to follow as its basically self-explanatory.

Cruises or flights to other islands are easily arranged.

To the north lies Espiritu Santo with its copra and cocoa plantations, the scene of a large military base during World War II.  James Mitchener found inspiration here for his bestseller Tales of the South Pacific, later to become a hit musical.

Holland
A GREAT PLACE TO START YOUR EUROPEAN VACATION

The Royal Dutch Guide to Europe
They call Amsterdam the Gateway to Europe;  a well-deserved title.  In terms of travel and -above all - easy access, it's the stepping stone to the whole continent.

From Amsterdam Airport Schiphol, the European capitals and major cities are never more than a few hours away.  The fjords and pine forests of Scandinavia, the azure waters of the Mediterranean;  the stores of London, the picturesque streets of Lisbon - all just around the corner.  

KLM is your key to the whole of Europe.  Fly with us to Amsterdam and we can introduce you to 18 European cities.  We call it KLM's Carousel and it's a wonderful way to sample the delights of the world's most varied continent.  

Carousel Packages
Our Carousel packages are great value for money.  You'll stay for two nights at the finest hotels in their classes, with breakfast included.  You also have the opportunity to extend your stay at really bargain room rates.

Booking is simple.  When you reserve a KLM flight to or via Amsterdam, just indicate your choice of the city package to KLM or your travel agent, collect the KLM's Carousel voucher - and that's all.

Why the world chooses KLM
It's a question of high standards.  When we started the world's first airline more than 80 years ago, we set the standard for future air travel.  Things haven's changed.  Never content with second best (especially where our passengers are concerned), we are continually updating and innovating.  To meet - and often to anticipate - the expectations of modern travel.


KLM Network
Our worldwide network extends to 146 destinations on 6 continents and our intercontinental flights probably offer the most comfortable means of air travel around.  And one of the most modern fleets of aircraft in the sky.  Tourist, Business and Royal Class.

Each one provides the very best in travel comfort.  Right from check-in, where there are mostly separate desks for each class.

On board, comfort and friendly, efficient service is our hallmark.  Inflight meals are prepared with only the freshest seasonal ingredients.  Inflight entertainment means video monitors and the latest world news from ITN.  

As we say:  Fly the Difference.

Amsterdam Airport Schiphol
The concept was simple, but radical:  design an airport around a single terminal building.  Ensure that your incoming and outgoing passengers do the minimum of walking to and from the gates;  install moving walkways and escalators to make transfer easier still.  

Computerize the baggage handling.  Have clearly-posted signs in English and personnel at key points to assist and provide information.  Arrange hotel and car reservation desks alongside other information counters.  Lay on rest rooms, lounges for Royal and Business Class passengers.  

A chapel, a nursery, four restaurants, hotel rooms, hairdressers - and the biggest and cheapest tax-free shopping centre in Europe, with over 100,000 tempting items to choose from.  Call it Schiphol.  

Amsterdam's airport has been voted time and time again Europe's best.  No other airport offers the same ease of transit.  Frequent travellers know that flying via Amsterdam is hassle free, highly efficient and above all friendly.  Try it once and you'll want to try it again.

Come to Holland
What could be easier to say and more enjoyable to do?  Holland, land of variety, of flowers, water and green meadows.  Land of beautiful cities and cultural heritage.  Land of wining, dining, shopping and fun.  No wonder that people call it the perfect place to start a European vacation!  Come, find out for yourself and be amazed by everything that this friendly country has in store for you.

Dutch Culture
Discovering Dutch culture takes little effort.  Holland is the land of Van Gogh and Rembrandt and some of the world's most famous paintings hang in Dutch galleries.  Holland is also a trend setter in modern art and theatre, as is showcased during the Holland Festival month (in June every year).

Imagine that Amsterdam alone offers 14,000 concert, theatre and ballet performances every year.  And within two hours of the city there are 800 museums and 42,000 national monuments to choose from.  A must is a trip down Amsterdam's canals by candlelight if you like.

You'll cruise back into history past the patrician houses of the Old Dutch merchants.  Go further afield and see The Hague, Holland's beautiful seaside capital.  Or modern Rotterdam - with the biggest port in the world.

When it comes to water, Holland is unique.  Most of the country lies below sea level, including Amsterdam Airport Schiphol, where you'll likely land.  There are endless beaches and dunes for seaside fun and Holland has more boats per capita than any other country in the world!  

From historic fishing vessels to modern tour boats that'll give you a special impression of Holland.  See the annual 'Skutjesilen', a spectacular traditional sail regatta in Friesland.

The Countryside
Holland is also the proud owner of some of the most famous countrysides in the world, with huge skies and horizons stretching back as far as the eye can see.  

The brilliant bulb fields near Lisse are among the most breathtaking in the world.  Colourful Keukenhof flower park is a showcase of Holland as flowerland.  Every spring, the new bulbs are celebrated with spectacular parades through the towns and villages around Lisse, featuring huge floats covered entirely in - what else - flowers!

Of course, cheese and windmills are also truly a part of Dutch culture.  A trip to Holland wouldn't be complete without a visit to the Alkmaar cheese market, one of the oldest in the world.  It's a place where the time-honoured tradition of cheese making is still alive and well.  Taste for yourself!  

And just about everywhere you go you'll see windmills.  Many of them are still in use and most are national monuments.

Shopping
And what would your visit be without a shopping spree?  What to buy?  Here, too, Holland has a lot to offer.  

A diamond perhaps or some famous Delft Blue pottery.  Some bulbs to take home, trendy fashion - or just a browse.  Whatever you fancy, all you have to do is ask.  Wherever you are, they'll speak English and often more languages.

That's Holland.  A 20th century place with a delightful heritage that's yours to discover.  And, if you want to see the other countries of Europe, where better to start than Holland?  It's with good reason that it's called the crossroads of Europe.

Floriade in Holland Flowerland
Enjoy the great flower show on earth.

Make your plans now for the unique once in a decade flower event in Holland!

It's a colourful and breathtaking showcase of flowers, plants, trees, vegetables and fruit from every corner of the world.  With over 20 participating countries offering activities and attractions to delight everyone from children to serious gardeners.

The sprawling Floriade park covers over 200 acres!  It takes its chape from a classical triangular garden design:  the so-called 'Pate d'Orie' (goosefoot).  For the past five years, it has been blossoming into a spectacular array of colours and scents.  Over two million flower-enthusiasts are expected!

There's something for everyone, indoors and outdoors.  Exhibition halls, pavilions and greenhouses.

Woodlands, orchards and gardens of all kinds - from a rosarium to a blossoming bee garden!  Dazzling attractions, recreation and restaurants, Water WonderLand, a Culinary World Tour and Children's Paradise.  Antique trams and monorails take you from one area to the next.

Helpful Holland Hints
A valid passport is all that's required for entry to Holland for a visit of up to three months.  No vaccinations are required.  There are no restrictions on export or foreign exchange.

Airports
Main airport for Holland is Amsterdam Airport Schiphol, 20 minutes from Amsterdam.  Regional airports are Rotterdam, Eindhoven, Maastricht and Enschede.  Without leaving the airport you can easily take the train to Amsterdam (it's all under one roof) which leaves every 15 minutes.  Also trains to The Hague, Utrecht, Rotterdam, Maastricht and all international rail routes.

Bank
There's a bank right in the Arrival Hall at Schiphol, where you can get some Dutch guilders while waiting for your luggage.  Dutch banks are open Monday to Friday from 9 am to 4 pm.  If you need money exchanged outside of regular banking hours, go to any major railway station where the GWK's (Frontier Exchange Office) usually remains open until late evening, including the weekend.

Business Hours
Commercial and government offices are open from 8.30 am (or 9.00 am) to 12 or 12.30 pm, then from 1.30 pm to 5 pm, Monday through Friday;  shopping hours are generally 9 am to 5.30 or 6 pm weekdays.  On Saturdays shops close at 5 pm while most shops remain closed on Sunday.

Climate
Holland has a maritime climate, with 25 inches of rain a year, about the same as Rome or Vienna.  As the Dutch say, "If you don't like the weather, just wait a few minutes and it will change."

Clothing
The Dutch dress conservatively, so at business meetings, lunches or dinners you'll find most men in jacket and tie, most women in a dress or tailored suit.  You should bring along medium-weight clothing for summer, heavier, warmer clothing for spring and autumn, an overcoat for winter.  And a raincoat is a good idea any time of year, as are sturdy walking shoes.

Currency
The Dutch unit of currency is the 'guilder', or 'gulden' (Dfl).  There are five coins and bank notes are denominations of 1000, 250, 100, 50, 25 and 10 guilders, each with a different design and colour. Most international credit cards are accepted by large hotels, restaurants and stores.  Traveller's cheques are widely accepted, but you will be asked to show your passport when you cash one.


Customs Regulations
If you live outside geographical Europe, you can bring into Holland 400 cigarettes;  one litre of liquor, 2 litres of wine and 8 litres of non-sparkling Luxembourg wine;  50 grams of perfume an ¼ litre of cologne; and as much money as you like.  You can take out as much of these items as you can carry, depending, of course, on where you are headed.


Johannesburg
Johannesburg - The City of Gold.  So called because gold was originally found on the city site by a supposedly itinerant Australian, George Harrison, in 1886.  Today it’s the economic heart of the country and the “precious metal capital” of the world.  Enjoy the city skyline blazing in the setting African sun, excellent shopping, restaurants of every kind and night clubs to relax or excite you - it’s all there.

Day Tours
Soweto
Possibly the first question your friend will ask is, “Did you see Soweto?”  So why not take the opportunity to visit the second largest city in South Africa and see for yourself the life in this metropolis on this half day tour.

Gold Reef City
Johannesburg’s prime tourist attraction.  After a short drive southwards, arrive at Gold Reef City.  This replica of the early mining town of Johannesburg has many feature.  Guided tours include admission to the complex, a reserved seat on a vintage steam train, tour of small crafts village, tour underground to level 5 (200m/715ft below surface) in the company of a miner, reserved place for the 12.5kg gold pour, Siyagida African dancing and special shopping privileges.  There are various lunch and refreshment venues available in the complex.

Pretoria and Heia Safari Ranch
Travel north through the rolling uplands of the Transvaal highveld to Pretoria, administrative capital of the Republic of South Africa.  Drive through the attractive suburb of Waterkloof to the city centre.  Visit the Union Buildings, seat of government administration, before driving though the adjacent gardens to historic Church Square and home of President Paul Kruger.  After visiting the Voortrekker Monument overlooking the city, travel to Heia Safari Ranch for a barbecue lunch.  Zebra, impala, blesbok, ostrich and springbok roam freely throughout the ranch.  After lunch, watch a display of African tribal songs and dances - Mzumba.  Return to the hotel in the late afternoon.

Ultimate African One Day Adventure
The excitement begins at Gold Reef City at 9am when you put on a hard hat and board a “cage” to be taken underground 250 metre (750 feet) down a mine shaft.  There, down at the fifth level and surrounded by rock that yielded tons of gold, you will be served a light champagne breakfast.  A veteran miner will relate the history of this mine and you will witness a demonstration of how gold is mined today.

Returning to the surface, you will step nearly a century back into history, visiting some of the fascinating old-time shops and exhibitions at Gold Reef City.  Then, it is back to the present, and into a modern helicopter for an exhilarating one-hour flight above the skyscrapers of Johannesburg, over the suburbs, an so on to Pretoria.  From the air you see the capital’s famous landmarks.

After lunch, you board an open four-wheel-drive vehicle to view and photograph game (not forgetting birdlife) before going back to the Gold Reef City helicopter for the return flight to Johannesburg after a great day.





