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Australia's Great Barrier Reef is a place beyond all others.  Here you'll find inner tranquillity in coral cays, soft sand beaches, idyllic islands, balmy bays and remote outer islands.  

The Reef's length forms a protected lagoon - a singularly beautiful passage generally some 40 miles wide.  

It is the largest marine reserve in the world and it is home to a profusion of unbelievable sea creatures ... brilliant fish, over 1400 species, giant clams and a myriad of colourful anemones.

Hundreds of tropical islands are sprinkled along the lagoon - fabled islands such as Hinchinbrook, Lizard and Dunk, each with its own unique charms.  Entire islands have been declared flora and fauna havens - home to Australia's fascinating native animals.

Many reefs within this wonderland are accessible on day trips from Cairns and other spots along the coast.  Other reefs can be reached by taking overnight trips where you can spend a few days gently enjoying the beauty of the waters.  You can view the reef's coral and marine life through glass bottom boats and semi-submersibles or by snorkelling and scuba diving.  

In fact, the eighth wonder of the world stretches nearly 2,000 sunny miles through the tropical waters of Far North Queensland.  The Reef was produced over millions of years by billions of tiny coral polyps to form the biggest collection of coral in any ocean. 

