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Cats are by far the most common household pet, and provide amusement and companionship.  Families delight in the playful antics of their cute furry kitten and appreciate the warm discerning affection that can be displayed by mature cats.

Consider the following:
1 Before choosing a kitten think about how you will care for your pet, the time necessary to keep it healthy and the attention needed to train this new member of the family so that you can enjoy it.  Have you got the right attitude to forgive its little accidents?  
2 You must make a firm commitment to care for your pet and avoid the horrific display of animal abuse shown by those who go on holiday and abandon their dependent pet without providing the right care.
3 You have a choice of more than 20 pure breeds to choose from with Persian, Burmese, Siamese and Abyssinian to name just a few of the popular pedigrees, or you can go for the ever popular ‘moggy’ or cross breed.

Choosing your kitten:
· Kittens should feel plump and be at least six weeks old before being taken from their mother.  
· Healthy kittens are alert and responsive.  Look for bright, clear eyes.  
· Coughing, sneezing and discharge from the eyes or nose is a sign that it is not well.  
· Check for ear mites, easily distinguished by grey deposits in the ears or if the kitten scratches its ears often.  
· Make sure there is no sign of diarrhoea by checking to see if it is clean and dry under the tail. 
· Be conscious that while colour is not normally an important factor in selecting a pet, white cats with blue eyes can often be deaf.  

Be aware also that you will need to take your cat to the vet for essential vaccination shots and that unless you intend to breed pedigree cats for show you should have your cat neutered or spayed. Whichever kitten you choose, you can be assured you will be happy with it.

