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There are so many options in planning a wedding from where the ceremony is to take place, to what type of dress, who pays for what, invitations, photographs, video - the list is endless.  

[bookmark: _Toc32200621]Who pays for what?
Traditionally, the bride is the one who has the final say but she needs to be sensible and considerate.  She should consult with the bridegroom and members of both families before making final arrangements.  

How far the budget can stretch is an important consideration. Sometimes the bride and groom also share the expense of their wedding.  Times have changed and usually the bride’s parents are not expected to pay for the entire wedding and reception.  

The following list shows the expenses that the bride’s parents and the groom paid for traditionally and can be altered to your financial situation.

[bookmark: _Toc32200622]The Bride’s Family
· The engagement party and any press announcements of the engagement and wedding.
· The printing and mailing of wedding invitations.
· The bride’s wedding dress and going away outfit.
· Flowers and decorations for the church and reception.
· Transport for the mother, bride and bridesmaids to the church.
· The reception (venue, food, drinks and music).
· The cake.
· Photographic records of the event.

[bookmark: _Toc32200623]The Groom
· The bride’s engagement and wedding rings.
· All church and legal fees including the minister, marriage certificate, organist, choir, and any extras such as a red carpet and an awning outside the church.
· Flowers for the bride, bridesmaids, mothers of the bride and groom, buttonholes for the best man, ushers, self and close male relatives.
· Transport to the church for himself and groomsmen.
· Gifts for the bride and bridesmaids.
· The honeymoon.
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Checklist
The following check list will assist you in planning for that special day.
· Work out a budget and who is going to pay for what.
· Decide on a date, place and time.
· Book the reception venue.
· Make arrangements for the church, registry office, etc.
· Choose a photographer.
· Decide on type of transport required and make a booking.

[bookmark: _Toc32200625]The Wedding Dress
When Queen Victoria married in 1840 she broke previous tradition and wore a white wedding dress and started the tradition of a “white wedding”.  A wedding gown is a special dress and the cost, style and type of dress is a personal decision made by the bride.  The decision when made is usually kept secret from the groom and wedding guests.
[image: j0310172]
Figure 1 - Wedding Dress

[bookmark: _Toc32200626]The Groom’s Clothes
Although the bride is usually the main attraction at any wedding, the groom is also the centre of attention.  He should choose clothes that complement the bride’s dress.  It is usual for the groom’s and groomsmen’s suits to be hired.  Uniforms are often worn, or traditional costumes such as a kilt.

[bookmark: _Toc32200627]The Reception
It is wise to book the reception venue at the time you decide on the date for your wedding.  There are many choices to make.  Some reception venues allow you to provide your own alcohol, which can cut down considerably on costs.  Think about flowers for the reception, music and whether there is a place that photos can be taken, eg a nice garden area, or backdrop.

[bookmark: _Toc32200628]Speeches
Some people like to have several speeches and some people like to cut speeches to a minimum.  In any event, it is usual to have a master-of-ceremonies.  The most important speech is the toast to the bride and groom which is usually given by a friend of the family.  This takes the following format:

1 Welcome guests.
2 Where applicable thank the MC or whoever has introduced you.
3 Say a few simple words on how attractive the bridal couple look.
4 It is usual to talk favourably about the side of the family you know well and include some complimentary comments about the other family.
5 Wish the newly-weds future happiness.  Propose the toast to the bride and groom.

The groom then replies to this toast and proposes a toast to the bridesmaids.  The best man responds on behalf of the bridesmaids and reads any faxes, telegrams from friends or relatives.  Other speeches may be added at this point - sometimes the bride wishes to make a speech also.

[bookmark: _Toc32200629]Cars
The choice is great - from horse and carriage to limousines, jags, porsches, etc.  Charges vary dramatically according to the type and size of car.  The average time for cars to be booked for a wedding is two and a quarter hours.

[bookmark: _Toc32200630]Photographs/Video
Good wedding photographers are in great demand so book well in advance.  Often the photographer will offer you a package deal which includes the proofs, a specific number of photographs and the album.  A wedding captured on video is a memorable record of your special day and well worth considering, even if you have a friend who can do this for you.
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Figure 2 - Photographer 

A wedding is a special day to enjoy.



[bookmark: _Toc32200631]Wedding Anniversaries
Wedding anniversaries become important milestones in your life and it is usual for the bride to receive a special gift on that special day every year.  The following list shows the first five wedding anniversaries, both traditional and modern:

Traditional		Modern
First	Paper	First	Clocks
Second	Cotton	Second	China
Third	Leather	Third	Crystal, glass
Fourth	Silk or Flowers	Fourth	Appliances
Fifth	Wood	Fifth	Silverware
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