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Orchids belong to one of the largest plant families.  Although they are often thought of as being exotic and difficult to grow, Orchids are very adaptable and can quite easily be grown by the home gardener.

Orchids are divided into two broad classes:

· Terrestrials grow in the soil;
· Epiphytes grow in trees and have aerial roots
Planting
Most Orchids do not require a rich compost, merely one that will hold them firmly in their container.  Orchids grown in pots must have a good layer of crocks at the bottom to allow for rapid drainage.  In mosst cases, large pieces of pine bark or ponga fibre worked in around the roots form a good growing mediuim.  Sometimes the bark is soaked in liquid fertiliser for a few days before.
Feeding
After Orchids have been in the same compost for over a year, feed them with a liquid fertiliser about once a fortnight during the growing season - late Spring to late Summer.  Water the plants first, as fertiliser can damage dry roots.
Watering
Do not water with very cold or limey water.  Whey the compost has become reasonably dry, water thoroughly until it is saturated.  Do not water if the compost is wet.  Hanging plants should be placed in a bath of water until bubbles stop rising.
