Using Bulbs
For all bulbs, good drainage is the key to success.  If your soil is poorly drained, make raised beds and improve the soil with sand or Palmers Super Mix.
Compost worked well into the soil is highly recommended.
Where to use bulbs
Bulbs for Sunny Spots
There are always parts of the garden that are in full sun.  Some bulbs thrive in these conditions but will also tolerate shade for up to half the day:
Anemones	Allium	Brodiaea
Dutch Iris	Freesia	Hyacinth
Ranunculus	English Iris	Grape Hyacinth
Lachenalia	Sparaxis	Daffodils (Narcissi)
In very hot conditions, remember to give these bulbs a good soaking with water once or twice a week.
Bulbs for Shady Areas
There are many areas in the garden that receive only 2-3 hours of sunshine a day or filtered sunlight periodically throughout the day.  The bulbs listed will grow readily in these conditions.
Anemones	Crocus	Hyacinth
Lachenalia	Scilla	Tulips
In these shady areas, give little extra fertiliser twice yearly as often the bulbs have to contend with the roots from surrounding trees and shrubs.  Bulbs also make great companions for ferns which are also shade lovers.  The bright colours contrast well with the graceful green fern foliage.
Planting Spring Bulbs
Prepare the soil first, adding compost and fertiliser and mixing well.  Planting depth is generally twice the depth of the bulb but it varies with soil type.
In heavier soils, plant less deeply.  In light soils plant deeper.  In warmer climats it is advisable to palnt deeper, especially with coolclimate lovers such as tulips.
Use a marker to show which bulbs you have planted where.
Pests
The only major pests of bulbs are slugs and snails.  Protect new shoots and flowers with a sprinkling of Slug Slam.
Lifting and Storing Bulbs
Many bulbs can be left in the ground for many years and need only to be dug up when the clumps become very crowded.
Hyacinth bulbs should be stored in shallow containers after lifting and covered with peat moss in a cool dry place.
Growing Bulbs in Containers
Container grown bulbs bring life to patios, yards, windowsills or even large gardens when parts of the garden are dormant, or otherwise uninteresting.  Indoors, a bowl of bright yellow daffodils or beautiful fragrant hyacinths can brighten up a room on a winters day.
Types of Containers
Almost all bulbs can be grown in containers such as flower pots, bowls, window-boxes, barrels and hanging baskets.  Dwarf varieties are particularly suitable for containers.
To enjoy a colourful display over a long period of time, early and late bulbs can be planted side by side, or underplanting with winter/spring flowering annuals can be extremely colourful.
Planting Instructions
· In autumn take a container with a good drainage hole in its base and part fill with Palmers Shrub & Tub Mix.  Mix some Palmers Bulb Food.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Place selected bulbs in the container, keeping in mind that closely grouped planting gives the most impact.
· Cover the bulbs with more potting mix and plant another layer as well.  Plant up to three layers.
· Water well and maintain the soil moisture throughout the winter and particularly in spring.  Never water in frosty conditions.
What Size Pot?
Bulb Type	Approx Planting Depth
	(if in single layer)
Anemone	2cm
Crocus	7cm
Dutch Iris	8cm
Freesia	5cm
Hyacinth	15cm
Lachenalia	5cm
Muscari (Grape Hyacinth)	5cm
Daffodils (Narcissi)	15cm
Ranunculus	4cm
Tulips	10-30cm
Whether you plant bulbs in the ground, in rockeries or in containers you can be assured of a colourful display of beautiful flowers.
