Jury service
Jury service is usually for a week. You may be selected for a jury on the first morning you arrive, later in the week or not at all. 
All juries are chosen at random by ballot. Various factors will influence the selection of jury, e.g. age, sex, occupation. Twelve jurors will be selected and will then be asked to swear an oath or affirm. You can swear on the Bible, make an affirmation without reference to religion or take an oath according to your personal beliefs.
After the jury is selected the jury will then appoint one person from the jury, usually referred to as the ‘foreperson’ who is the representative of the jury. The foreperson speaks in Court on your behalf and is usually someone who can chair the jury’s discussions in a fair and balanced way.
The trial
During the trial it is important to pay close attention to what is said by each witness. You can take notes if you think they may help. Keep an open mind throughout the trial. Don’t make any decisions about your verdict until after the Judge sums up. Do not discuss the trial with anyone outside the jury room and do not allow anyone to influence your decision. Remember that news reports are not always accurate.
Remember the following three basic rules:
You must not talk about the trial to anyone who is not on the jury.
You must not talk to anyone else connected with the trial (other than court staff).
You must not try to gather your own evidence.
Everything said by a witness for either side is for your consideration. Witnesses are cross-examined by lawyers. The Judge may also ask questions and intervene if inappropriate questions are being asked.
When all evidence has been heard, first the prosecution and then the defence have an opportunity to deliver a closing address to the jury.
Summing up
Finally it is the Judge’s job to sum up. You will hear about the law as it applies to this trial, about the cases for both the Crown and the accused, plus anything the Judge thinks may be helpful to you.
The verdict
[bookmark: _GoBack]The jury then retires to the jury room for your final deliberations and to decide on your verdict. When the jury has reached its verdict you will then return to the courtroom. The accused will be brought into Court and your representative will then be asked what the verdict is. Your job as juror is now over for that particular trial and you will be thanked and discharged.

