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For the museum buff, no trip to London is ever complete without a trip to the renowned Natural History Museum in South Kensington. Even if you are not usually a museum person, this tribute to the natural world will still impress and surprise.

Walk into the magnificent entrance hall with its cathedral-like ceiling and be welcomed by the skeleton of a Diplodocus, a giant beast from the Jurassic period. A magnificent marble stature of Charles Darwin (developer of the evolutionary theory of natural selection) sits overlooking the hall.

The museum contains a huge number of galleries and permanent displays, as well as a range of temporary exhibitions.

The Vault contains a huge range of gems, including some very valuable diamonds, sapphires, emeralds and rubies. It also contains some rare meteorite rock and gold. The Dinosaur Gallery is a favourite with young and old alike. View a large range of skeletons and a life-like animatronic Tyrannosaurus Rex mode. The Wildlife Garden contains a large selection of British plants and animals. Insects, birds and even foxes may be seen amongst the beautiful flora. Note that the Wildlife Garden is only open from the first of April to the last day in October. The Darwin Centre is the museum’s research facility and has recently opening to the public. It contains the giant Cocoon which was built to contain 20 million specimens. The Cocoon is so named because of its cocoon-like shape. 


Children are well-catered to in the museum. ‘Investigate’ is a hands-on science lab for 7 to 14 year olds. Your budding young scientist can examine various samples under the microscopes and view a wide range of natural objects. Explorer backpacks can be supplied to children under the age of 7 containing binoculars, drawing pads and activities to complete.

Before you leave the the museum, be sure to check out the museum Shop. Gifts and souvenirs for young and old can be purchased here. If you have a dinosaur fan in your family, the speciality Dino Store will be worth a visit. London’s Natural History Museum is open every day except 24–26 December. Opening hours are 10.00 to 5.30 and entry is free. 

The Natural History Museum at Tring is an associated museum located in Hertfordshire. It contains a large range of mounted animals including a spectacular collection of birds. The museum is based around the collection of Walter Rothschild, a zoologist and passionate collector of specimens.
