Sparkling pools

A clear, sparkling pool is a joy to behold, but many pool owners become frustrated that despite there efforts, the pool doesn’t look like the inviting, sparkling clear pool shown in magazines. How can you achieve that beautiful clear water so important for a healthy, hazard-free pool? The simple answer is maintenance which should be carried out regularly and methodically all year round. 
Maintenance:  The most important part of any pool maintenance is the correct treatment and care of the water. The first requirement for proper water care is an efficient filter system that removes dust, leaves, dead algae and other matter form the water. A swimming pool is basically still water and still water will soon become stagnent unless looked after correctly.
The filter system must be cleaned regularly in accordance with the manufacturer’s directions to maintain efficiency. It should be run during the summer for at least eight hours daley and during the winter for two to three hours every day.
Chemicals:  While the filter system will remove solid suspended matter from the water, bacteria which can cause ear and throat infections, must be treated with chemicals.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The usual sterilising agent for pools is chlorine that is available in different forms, the most common being either granular (calcium hypochlorite) or liquid (sodium hypochlorite). Added in sufficient quantities these will kill bacteria quickly and efficiently.
To ensure the correct level of chemical is used, a pool water test kit is essential. Testing chemicals should be checked each year to be certain correct results are being recorded. Green algae can often appear in a pool and if left unchecked will grow rapidly, assuming a green tinge to the water often accompanied by a slimey feel on the pool surfaces and an unpleasant smell.
The addition of an algaecide can help in controlling this condition but must be used in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions. Algae can also be controlled by ‘shock dosing’ the pool with chloride chemical. To ‘shock dose’ the pool, it is usual too add two or three times the normal daily dose rate.
Vacuuming:  The other item essentiall for good pool maintenance is a vacuuming system adequate to reach all areas of the pool. Vacuuming the interior of the pool should be done weakly to remove leaves and dirt, which if left will cause staining and discolouration to the pool walls.
A good pool cover can be a worthwhile investment and will help greatly with winter maintenance, keeping out debris such as leaves and wind-blown dirt.
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