Imagine sitting in the warm, green, evening embrace of Adelaide’s Botanic Park, with the stars of the South Australian sky so close you can almost count them.  You and the crowd of all ages around you are entranced by the sacred music concert from Pakistan.  You’ve rarely before experienced such tradition, felt such an offering, or witnessed such respect from the audience.
This is how it is at WOMADELAIDE, the wonderful February festival, which features some of the world’s best musicians and dancers.  Seen as creating the most signifcant development in audiences in years, the program attracts thousands of people from all over Australia and overseas.
South Australia’s festivals can be like that.  They get into your blood and open you up to whole new worlds of culture and unexpected entertainment.
Our festival of all festivals
Of course our exquisite festival of festivals is the biennial Adelaide Festival of Arts.  It is one of the world’s three leading festivals, along with Edinburgh and Avignon.
International visitors plan their overseas jaunts around it, Australians take annual leave when it’s on and, if being caught up in an acclaimed international Arts Festival isn’t enough, they also get swept along by the raw energy of the Fringe Festival which happens in parallel.  The Adelaide Festival is currently under the artistic directorship of Robyn Archer who, as a singer herself of world reputation, has an extra edge in understanding both performers and audiences.
However, because so many programs run out of Adelaide it seems each year is one long festival.
For instance, the city provides around 200 concerts a year from over twency organisations, ranging all the way from early to contemporary.
Splendid spaces, artistic places
Adelaide boasts Australia’s largest selection of quality performance spaces and specialist venus, many of which have splendid acoustics.
These range from fine old theatres and churches to warehouses, to the elegant Adelaide Town Hall, to the many parks and gardens surrounding the city, to the large Entertainment Centre with its popular music and rock concerts.
However, the most important venue is the Adelaide’s Festival Centre, Australia’s first purpose-built, multi-arts centre in a deliteful setting on the banks of the river Torrens.  
The Festival Centre houses the State Theatre of South Australia, one of the country’s most respected theatre companies, and the two are now combining forces to attract new audiences.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The State Theatre, under its new artistic director, Rodney Fisher, will stage both international works and showcase Australian ideas, stories and voices.
